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State of California Legislation/ UC Policy 
 
1989 Assembly Bill 939: Cities and Counties 
 Reduce Waste by 25% by 1995  
 Reduce Waste by 50% by 2000 
  
1999 Assembly Bill 75: State Facilities 
 Reduce Waste by 25% by 2002  
 Reduce Waste by 50% by 2004 
 
2004 UC Sustainability Policy 
 Reduce Waste by 50% by June 2008 
 Reduce Waste by 75% by June 2012 
 Zero Waste by 2020 
 
2011 Assembly Bill 341 
 Reduce Waste by 75% by 2020 
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http://sustainability.universityofcalifornia.edu/policy.html 
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Working our way to Zero Waste: 

The average American generates 2.1 kg (4.6 lb) of trash per day 
— more than citizens of any other nation. 
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Zero waste:  
 
For the purposes of measuring compliance with UC’s zero waste goal, 
campuses need to at least meet or exceed 95% diversion of 
municipal solid waste. Ultimately, UC’s zero waste goal strives for the 
elimination of all materials sent to the landfill by 2020.  
 
 
Excludes:  
 1. Incineration or Waste To Energy (Burn) 
 2. Dirty MRF 
 3. Alternative Daily Cover 
 

“Best and Highest Use of Resources”  
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Why Zero Waste?: 
 
Eliminate Fuzzy Math: 
 
Switch from Diversion Numbers to Disposal Based  
Reporting  
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Zero Landfill is not Zero Waste 

What is "zero landfill"? 
Zero landfill means any waste material from JBU is diverted from landfills either through 
recycling or non-emission incineration. More than 50% of JBU's trash is recycled, and the rest is 
compacted and incinerated with no emission. 
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Achieving Zero Waste by 2020 
Strategies 

 Waste Reduction Initiatives 
 Reuse 
 Repair 
 Recycling (Source Separation)  
 Composting 
 
 Purchasing/ ReDesign 
 Behavior Incentives and Disincentives 

75% 

25% 

Downstream 

Upstream 
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Courtesy: Dr. Paul Connett 
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Recovery and Collections 
 
Clear and Consistent Signage 



University of C
alifornia, Berkeley 

The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education 

October 2012  

striving for zero waste 

Education, Outreach, & Volunteers 
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Recovery and Collection Stations 
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Contact: 
 
Lin King 
 
ltking@berkeley.edu 
(510) 643-4612 
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