
Sorting Shells at UMD



University of Maryland (UMD) 

• College Park, Maryland

• 39,803 students

• Students from 50 states and 118 countries

• Flagship university of the state of Maryland

• Established in 1859 as the Maryland Agricultural College  



Recycling at UMD 



Sustainability Landscape at UMD 

Office of Solid Waste & Recycling (aka Terps Recycle) 

•Facilities Management, Division of Administration & Finance 

•In charge of all campus waste collection, bins, and transportation of 

waste to recycling and compost facility 

•Trash, Recycling (single stream), and Compost available on campus

•Compost collection started in 2011 at Stamp Student Union & dining halls

•2017 institutional recycling rate: 81%

•2017 individual recycling rate: 53%



Sustainability Landscape at UMD 

Office of Sustainability

•Environmental Safety, Sustainability & Risk, Division of Admin & Finance 

•In charge of campus Climate Action Plan, Sustainability Fund, green 

programs

•Reports sustainability data and metrics to the public 

•Developed initial artwork and messaging for recycling program with Terps 

Recycle

Dining Services

•Division of Student Affairs  

•In charge of all dining halls and food on campus (except for Co-Op)

•Eliminated disposable carry-out products in the dining halls 

•Compost food scraps in back of house



No More Plastic Bags 



















Recycling



Compost and Trash 



Compost and Trash 







Single Stream Disposal Data 



Single Stream Disposal Data 

Once we have focused our program on quality instead of quantity, our 

overall volume of material collected has decreased. This has occurred 

from a couple of factors:

•Campus community more educated about what not to place in the 

recycling bins --> fewer incorrect items in the bin --> decreased material

•We are working with housekeeping teams to ensure recycling bags that 

are heavily contaminated are being sent to the landfill instead of the 

recycling facility. 



Connect

Email: sustainability@umd.edu

recycle@umd.edu

Social Media: @SustainableUMD @TerpsRecycle 

mailto:sustainability@umd.edu
mailto:recycle@umd.edu


THANK YOU!!

sustainability.umd.edu

terpsrecycle.umd.edu

http://www.sustainability.umd.edu/
http://www.essr.umd.edu/

