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?Keene, New Hampshire

?4250 FTE Students; 55% Residential

?Part of the University System of New Hampshire

?AASHE STARS Silver Rating

?One of the most expensive public college systems;   
yet NH receives the lowest state appropriations

FUN FACTS ABOUT KSC
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Recycling On Campus Keene State

? Developed in the 70s

? Physical Plant… Sustainability?

? Collections
? ROCKS: In-house
? Grounds: In-house
? Housekeeping: Vendor
? Waste Management: Vendor

? Staffing
? 1 FT Benefitted Staff
? 20 Students ($45K)
? 1 Truck



Recycling & Waste Reduction in Campus Housing
(CURC/KAB Webinar Series)



Recycling & Waste Reduction in Campus Housing
(CURC/KAB Webinar Series)

? Students Confused About 
Purpose of Blue Bags

?Not on RLO Inventory

?Too Much Text!

? “Float” Across Campus

?Messaging Lost Between 
ROCKS and Res Life (dispersal)
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HOW THEY WORK

?Collect in May

?Wash over the Summer

?Distribute in August

?Try to Partner with Res Life

? Building Specif ic Postcards

?Dorm Storms
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Hello RA! I have been working with Casey to ensure that you 
have all of the resources you need to encourage your first year 
residents to recycle.  This packet contains a few items, explained 
below.

1. “BLUE BAG BLURB”  Please read this blurb at your first 
floor meeting and again when you meet with your smaller 
groups during the first week.  

2. BLUE RECYCLING BAGS  You are an RA in charge of a 
certain number of rooms or suites.  You have enough blue bags 
to give every room 2 blue bags or every suite 4 blue bags.

2 bags/room
4 bags/suite 

Please place these bags inside the rooms during room checks on 
Monday August 17th. The locksmiths have asked that the bags not be 
placed on door handles as it can damage the locking mechanisms.  We 
already put the bags in sets so that you can just hand out one set per 
room or two sets per suite.  These bags should last all year long for 
your residents, but please stop by the office or put in a work order if 
any of your residents find they need additional bags for their recycling. 

3. “CARLE RECYCLES” (or whichever res hall you have)  This 
paper gives a list of information about recycling in your res hall.  
It tells you when the bins are serviced, what items are collected 
and how to get certain bins emptied.  It also explains who is 
responsible for which bins (DTZ services lounge bins while 
ROCKS services recycling rooms and sheds).  
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ONGOING STRUGGLES

? We are not Perfect

? Students are not Perfect

? Signs Fall Down

? Labels Erode

? Housekeeping

? OCC vs Boxboard
Eww…

Label Missing

OCC Sign?
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HELP ARRIVES

? Residential Life steps in

? Eco-Reps focus on outreach

? ROCKS staff update regularly

? Conversations with 
housekeeping

? Make it a priority in the 
building
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?Re-structure how bins are organized in available space(s)

?Change from large toters to  restrictive openings and barrels

?Offer the same or similar set-ups for all internal collection sites

?Appropriately size containers

? Improve consistency in signage and labels at each location

?Wash and maintain containers (including emptying completely every time!)

INTERNAL COLLECTION TOOL BOX
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OUTDOOR RECYCLING STATIONS

?Most Common on Campus

?Weather (decay & accessibility)

? Illegal Dumping

?Graffiti & Destruction (Pumpkin Fest)

?Design Flaws

? Expensive/Require Space

? “Far Away”
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THINGS TO CONSIDER

? Labels - How Attach?

? Pros & Cons of Servicing

? Gallon Capacity - Mostly 
Sufficient

? Little Opportunity for 
Outreach & Education
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IMPACTS OF MONITORS

? Increased Visibility with Parents & Students

? Reduce Contamination in Cardboard

? Teaching Opportunity!

? Engage Student Staff Right Away
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? New Student Move-In Day

? Engages New Students & 
Families in a Different Way

? Reinforces Sustainability 
Initiatives & Focus on Campus

? Less than $25/Family

? Supports Scholarship Fund
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6 Months of Planning, 2 Weeks of Collection, 4 Tractor Trailers for Storage, 12 Employees, 2 Sales and 100’s of Happy KSC Students!
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THINGS I HAVE LEARNED

? Find Champions Across Campus

? Incorporate Student Employees & Clubs

?Think Creatively

? Set Policy & Establish Standards

?Do Not Give Up!

? Progress Not Perfection 
(you have a new class every year with which to experiment!)
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