
Clean air is a Human Right  
Stop the Incinerator! 

 



We believe we can achieve meaningful structural  
change - that is why we are here!  

Goals for today:  
1. SHARE: To share the story of how student leaders developed a strategy to stop 

a major environmental injustice 
2. CONNECT: To have a good discussion about the issue, listen to your thoughts 

and answer questions. 
3. APPLY: To spark ideas about how to build on and apply lessons from our story     

 

Main beliefs: 
 

1. We are in a power struggle to transform existing structures to be more just and 
sustainable 

2. We have the ability to transform structures but we cannot do it alone  
3. We all have a role to play in making this happen 

  



 
Free Your Voice:  

We are a group of students joining together with parents,  
teachers and community members to fight for our human rights. 

 



  
 We meet every week to study, reflect and act together. 



We started paying closer attention to issues in our community  
and in 2012 we learned about something that really caught our eye... 

 



Since 2009 there was a plan to build  
the nationôs largest trash-burning incinerator less than  

a mile from schools here in Baltimore. 



We found out years after political, legal and  
economic choices were already made.  

We wanted to learn more and asked a lot of 

questions:  

 

ǒ One question that kept going through our minds 

was about equity: Why build such a massive 

incinerator so close to our schools in an over 

polluted community?   

ǒ After we spent a year researching the 

incinerator and concluding that we opposed it - 

we asked: What could we do? 



 
 How would the incinerator impact us? 

ǒ The incinerator would need to burn 4,000 tons of trash per day to stay in operation. 
 
ǒ We are talking about tires, metals and plastics along with household garbage.  

 
ǒ Whatôs more: 100% of the garbage would need to be imported from outside  

Baltimore just to keep the incinerator burning - none would come from the city 
 
 
 



What happens when you burn  
4,000 tons of trash every day?  

Trash incinerators pump out more pollution and produce more greenhouse gases 

per hour of energy than Marylandôs largest coal-fired plants. (Environmental Integrity 

Project Report). 

 

This incinerator would release 240 lbs of brain-damaging mercury into the air every 

year. It would also release 1,000 lbs of harmful lead per year into the air we breathe, 

along with dioxins and ultra fine particulates.   

 

These particles can be lethal, causing cancer, heart attacks, strokes, asthma, and 

pulmonary disease. It is estimated that airborne particulates cause the deaths of 

more than 2 million people worldwide each year. 

 



And we are still left with a lot of toxic ash  

Between 15 and 25 percent of the incinerated trash ends up as ash that then 

has to be dealt with (landfilling is one way to dispose of ash).  
 

Curtis Bay is also very close to the site of a large landfill. As you will see 

during this presentation, Curtis Bay, Brooklyn, Fairfield and Wagners Point 

have a long history of living next to polluting developments.  


