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Eureka	
  Recycling’s	
  mission	
  is	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  
that	
  waste	
  is	
  preventable,	
  not	
  inevitable.	
  



Eureka	
  Recycling’s	
  Zero	
  Waste	
  LabTM	
  

Understanding	
  and	
  
overcoming	
  obstacles	
  to	
  

zero	
  waste,	
  and	
  
demonstra5ng	
  

opportuni5es	
  that	
  will	
  
help	
  us	
  get	
  to	
  	
  
zero	
  waste.	
  	
  



Why	
  Zero	
  Waste?	
  



Zero	
  Waste	
  and	
  Systems	
  Thinking	
  

•  Cost	
  
	
  
•  Convenience	
  
	
  
•  Environmental	
  Benefit	
  



CollecIon	
  is	
  the	
  Easy	
  Part	
  



Macalester	
  Students	
  Sor5ng	
  Waste	
  



Ge>ng	
  To	
  Zero	
  Waste	
  
Current	
  Recycling	
  Rate	
  

17%	
  

Recycling	
  currently	
  being	
  
throw	
  in	
  garbage	
  

31%	
  

Reuse	
  Poten5al	
  

7%	
  

Compostable	
  
Poten5al	
  

30%	
  

Product	
  Choices	
  

15%	
  

Recycling	
  PotenIal	
  48%	
  Waste	
  ReducIon	
  PotenIal	
   55%	
  85%	
  100%	
  



Recycling	
  Poten5al	
  2007	
  

Current	
  Recycling	
  Rate	
  
17%	
  

Recycling	
  currently	
  being	
  
thrown	
  in	
  garbage	
  

31%	
  

Recycling	
  PotenIal	
  48%	
  



Recyclables	
  in	
  Trash	
  

Paper	
  and	
  cardboard	
  
66%	
  

Electronics	
  3%	
  
Scrap	
  Metal	
  4%	
  

Plas5c	
  BoPles	
  10%	
  

Aluminum	
  5%	
  

Glass	
  12%	
  



Right	
  Sizing	
  Service	
  
•  Opportuni5es	
  to	
  decrease	
  trash	
  bill	
  and	
  find	
  
economic	
  incen5ves	
  for	
  Zero	
  Waste	
  Plan	
  

	
  
	
  
•  Challenge	
  –	
  Transparent	
  trash	
  bills	
  and	
  
disincen5vized	
  trash	
  haulers	
  



Training	
  &	
  EducaIon	
  



Purchasing	
  Decisions	
  



Building	
  Partnerships	
  



You	
  can	
  empty	
  
the	
  can	
  and	
  not	
  
close	
  the	
  loop.	
  

But	
  who	
  
benefits?	
  	
  



Current	
  Examples	
  



What’s	
  Next?	
  	
  



Time	
  to	
  Dig	
  Deeper	
  into	
  What’s	
  LeV	
  



Zero	
  Waste	
  is	
  Possible!	
  



Zero	
  Waste	
  is	
  about	
  Partnership	
  
and	
  Design	
  



 
We’re working towards a waste-free 

tomorrow.....join us!  
 

www.eurekarecycling.org 
Kated@eurekarecycling.org  

(612) NO-WASTE 


