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Recycling@Work Research 

Objectives: 

      Test the impact of recycling and trash bin configurations     

      on recycling in the workplace. 

 

Metrics: 

 - Increase recycling 

 - Reduce trash in the recycling bins 

 - Reduce recyclables in the trash bins 



Four Set-Ups Tested 

1)  Little trash bin with desk                        
 sized recycling bin 
 

2)  Equal size trash and recycling  
 bins 
 

3)  Recycling bin only 
 

4)  Information only 
  



Common Area Bins & Signage 



Participating Office Buildings 

San Diego  

Houston 

Atlanta 

Boston 



Monthly Waste Audit 

• Over six months 
 

• Total weight 
 

• Weight of items 

 listed on flyers 
 

• Count of cans  

 and bottles 



Conclusion: Little Trash Most Successful 

• Increased correct disposals 

• Decreased recyclables in trash from 29% to 13% 

• Decreased recycling bin contamination  by 20% 



Equal Size - Fairly Successful 

• No significant decrease in recyclables in the trash  
 

• No significant change in the weight of paper in trash  
 

• Decreased recycling bin contamination 17% 
 



Recycling Only-Least Successful 

Poor results 
 

• Undesirable or neutral audit results 

• 14% increase in recyclables in the trash 

• No change in weight of office paper in  

 the trash 

• No change in recyclables in the  

 recycling 

 



Download Resources 

• 2 page factsheet 

• Full report  

• Workplace recycling tools 
 

  http://recyclingatwork.org  
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