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Promoting Recycling & Reuse During 
Office Clean-outs and Moves at the 

University of South Carolina 

Campus Statistics: 

• 30,867 Students 

• 6,362 Faculty/Staff 

• 400 acre urban campus  

• ~200 buildings 

 



Identifying the shortcomings of the existing 
program: 

 

• Status quo: provide mixed paper recycling bins upon request 

• Winter 2013: 55,000 ft2 building vacated 

• Failure of current program: 
–Filled and removed 50 64-gallon  

Roll Carts of mixed paper and 8  

containers of hardcover books  

after the building was considered 

cleared. 



Real Test 8-story 408,000 ft2 

Business School: 

• Began program early – 6-
months prior to move. 

• Customized information sheet 

• Capacity! 

• Results: filled 600 roll carts and 
removed 60 tons of paper, but… 



Problems remained with the 
program: 

 

Did a hurricane hit? 

That’s not trash! 

Non-paper in the bins 

Brand-new paper in  
the bins 



Problems remained with the 
program: 

 

The stuff left behind! 
 
 
 
-And the frequency of 
campus cleanouts in 
general 



Back to the drawing board: 
 

Realized, Moving is Stressful 

 

 

   People are lazy 

 

 

 

EUREKA!!  

The ZERO WASTE Bin 

 

        



Eliminates the 
decision… and the 
Guilt 
• Reduces contamination 

in mixed paper 

 

• Simple 

 

• Helps to share the load 



What do we get… Everything 

Dishes    ??? 
 
 
Binders    Ink/Toner   Stuffed animals 
       Desk organizers 



How do we deal with it: 

• Have to have some space 

• Use cheap labor to sort it 
(students, temps, etc.) 

• Reuse on campus: office supplies, 
etc. 

• Existing events: Gamecocks 
Freecycle, Give it Up for Good 
Yardsale, donate to Goodwill 

• Recycle recyclables 

• And, there is still some trash 
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