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Striving towards Zero Waste via 
Collaboration

ÅZero Waste Policy

ïSustainability Project Team

ÅAU Design and Construction Standards

ïStandards Committee



BackgroundÅNorthwest Washington D.C.

Å86 acre campus

Å12,000 students  (half undergrad, half grad)

Å3700 ςon campus students

Å2700 staff/faculty

ÅTotal Population around 15,000

ÅNo football stadium

ÅNo medical complex 
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Institutionalizing
Zero Waste
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Policy Developed by Sustainability 
Project Team 

ïOffice of Sustainability

ïAVP Facilities and 
Administrative Services

ïFacilities Management

ïOffice of University 
Architects

ïHousing & Dining

ïAdmissions

ïProcurement and Contracts

ïAuxiliary Services

ïAthletics

ïMarketing Manager

ïLaw School

ïECO-Sense Club President

ïClean-Air Cool Planet 
student intern

ïStudent Government 
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Zero Waste Policy
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ά¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ 
reach zero wasteto landfill 
and ƛƴŎƛƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ нлнлΦέ

!¦Ωǎ ½ŜǊƻ ²ŀǎǘŜ tƻƭƛŎȅΥ 
http://www.american.edu/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&pageid=2011196

http://www.american.edu/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&pageid=2011196


!¦Ωǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ

SITES

2 Star SITES 
Pilot 

Certified

LEED 
VOLUME

Certifying 25 
buildings

STARS

Gold rated 
University

ACUPCC

Climate 
Neutrality by 

2020
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ÅJanuary 2010 - Zero Waste Policy signed by President 
Kerwin
ÅJanuary 2012 - Zero Waste Coordinator hired by Facilities 

Management
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Current Zero Waste Policy

ÅJuly 31, 2013, reuse, recycle compost 50% 
ongoing consumables

ÅDecember 2015, reduce solid waste by 10% 
and divert 90% from landfills and incineration

ÅDecember 2020, reduce additional 10% and 
send zero waste to landfill and incineration



Need for Revision

ÅBenchmark is changing

ÅWaste stream is changing

ÅEnd Facility Market is constantly changing

ïPeninsula Compost

ÅUnreliable/Questionable Weights from 
Haulers 



Standardizing
Zero Waste
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