Gator Dining Services L
UF UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA l ARAMARK

Foam Free Dining at the University of Florida

&g Z
$ave & )

$0.25 off coffee and
$0.99 for any fountain
refill when you bring

your reusable cup!

www.gatordining.com/sustainablity  UF |G amm

Dana Falstad, Environmental Sustainability Manager

ARAMARK Corporate Responsibility
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g «49 |ocations on campus
b oEstimatedl.2 million foam

at the University of Florida

Foam Free Dining at University of Florida 2


Presenter
Presentation Notes
15 national brands all managed by ARAMARK
8 ARAMARK brands 
Over 49 locations on campus
~1.2 million foam products used in 2010-2011 school year
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*UF goal of Zero Waste by 2015
«SImplify the end of use methods for all take
out items

*Preparing for post-consumer composting
*Goal: all disposable packaging be recycled
or composted
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*Collected foam inventory

eContacted brands with foam products
proposing the changes

*Selected alternative products and sent

samples
*\Worked with brands to approve samples

*Timeframe: 7 months
«Costs: absorb by operations
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This project eliminated foam packaging in the 49 dining locations and catering at the University. This diverts an estimated 1.2 million units of foam products from the landfill, which is approximately 24,000 lbs. or 17,000 cubic feet of foam. These products were replaced with paper based products that are either made with renewable resources, compostable and/or recyclable. Students, faculty, and staff have been very pleased with the changeover and the Gator Dining commitment has spurred individuals and other university offices and departments to take action as well.

We collected a sample of each foam product, product pricing, source and an estimated volume of use on the product for one year. We begin searching for product alternatives that matched the size and volume, gathered cost and worked with our suppliers to stock needed items. We attempted to find items that could replace a multitude of locations and uses to minimize the amount of new products we would need to order. Typically the alternative product was from Eco-products in their compostable line of disposable food service products, as the University of Florida will be zero waste by 2015.
We then began contacting our national brand representatives, informing them of our project and asking for their cooperation and we asked if they would be willing to provide alternative packaging. In some cases we figured out that the brand had alternatives available or were piloting a compostable alternative, in those cases we arranged to test the product or switch to the products that already had available. We gathered samples of the product alternatives and sent the samples to our national brand representatives for their approval. Once approved, we began using up our inventory of the foam product and began ordering the more sustainable product.
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Paper or PLA alternatives Paper or PLA Brands
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GOING GREEN

Find our case study on
AASHE.org

http://www.aashe.orqg/resourc

Gators Go)
FoamFree

stor Dining Services at the University of Florida in Gaines- — products that are .
e vt es/case-studies/foam-free-

lhean:vs:ryoll I.onda umu\gmd having zero waste “By eliminating foam from Gator Dining operations, we are
by 2015." said Dana Fnlsmd. susumn‘hlmy mmmger unh Arn- not only positively affecting our students, but we are also reducing

muark, the campus foodk provider, “Single p Mcarlml'mqur_ IIﬂmu:ammmmM]ﬂgng H H _ . H _ H
Pl T Ay Dt i L dining-university-florida

to remove polystyrene products to fnn.h T our t “[They] have 1 our efforts,
cll'omoncampns.and it was the next step in our hel Ip ng to wnhnwh:gh mlum.:!hodsavmlmmmsmlﬂungﬁnm&mn
reach our goal” paper-based produsts that are compostable,” she said, “This

The program launched in February 201 | with Classic Fare suzsl:a muhility effort has spurred others to take action around
Catering, followed by the university's two residential dining  campus and ask other depantments to reduce or remove foam
facilities in May 2011, products from their coffee-break areas”
Ridding foam in more than 40 dining locations diverts an esti- The school has worked with a number of suppliers to get its
mated 1.2 million units of foam products from the landfill, which  new products, including Genpak, Eco-Products, Pactiv and Solo
is approximately 24,000 pounds or 17,000 cubic feet of foam. Bare, “By leveraging our partnerships with our national brands,
Locations such as Pollo Tropical, Panda Express, Chick-  we have sourced foam alternatives for all products and have
fil-A, Moe's Scuthwest Grill, Chili's, Jamba Juice, KFC and  replaced the foam-based products with paper-based products,” '
Burger King have replaced their foam products with paper-based  Falstad said. —ocH 7},,, /,?('{,‘M/'

GATOR DINING
Falstad-Dana@aramark.com IS FOAM-FREE!

2 1 5 _ 2 3 8 _ 400 7 E:j:: ':c::::-free dining at over 40 locations

Or Leah Chapman
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More information at http://www.gatordining.com/sustainability
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