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8-Years of Active Engagement 
in 

Recycling and Waste Reduction  



Urban Campus in the Heart of the Midwest with 15,746 
Students 



UMKC is a Public Research University 

• AASHE STARS Silver Rating 2014 
• Recyclemania 2008-2015 Grand Champion Top 

Performer  
• TOP 50 Cool Schools- 2010-2014 Sierra Club Ranking 
• Sustainable Success Story Regionally by Mid-America 

Regional Council 



Active Programming 

• Students-  
– Peer to Peer Education 

 
 

• Staff- 
– Clean Your Files 
Books and More! 

 



Increase in Active Programs, 
Events and Recycling Rates  

Programing 
• 2005- Recycling Program Launched 
• 2006- Passive Program  
• 2007- Passive Program 
• 2008- Outreach Began-

Recyclemania Competition 
• 2009- Clean Your Files  
• 2010- Clean Your Files & Peer To 

Peer Student Education 
• 2011- Clean Your Files & Peer to 

Peer Student Education 
• 2012- Clean Your Files and More & 

Peer to Peer 
• 2013- Clean Your Files and More & 

Peer to Peer 
• 2014- Clean Your Files, Books and 

More & Peer to Peer 
 

Recycling Rates 



Clean Your Files and More as an 
Event! 

2015- 40 out of 54 Departments have 
participated! 



Clean Your Files 
for all Campus 
Departments 
  
All Departments 
are encouraged to 
participate.   
 
Expanded from 1 to 
2 to more than a 
dozen.  Each year it 
grows.  
 
2014 had 22 
Departments out of 
57 have 
participated.     



Recycling Support 
 

• All Departments  
• Two 95-gallon 

totes  
• Delivered and 

Picked-Up free 
of charge.  

 
 



Free Shredding Events 
a Partnership with Cintas and Procurement 



E-Waste Recycling  



Department Recycling Competitions 

Bragging 
Rights 
Based upon who 
recycles the 
most!  



Student Peer-to-Peer Education 
 

• Waste-Less 
Wednesdays 

• Awareness 
through Art 

• Classroom 
Projects 

• Giveaways 
 



Waste-Less Wednesdays 



Awareness through Art 
 



Recycle Me Right! 



Get Caught Green-Handed. 



Class Projects 
 

Peer-to-Peer 
education 
importance 
of 3 R’s 



Getting the Word Out 
• Word of Mouth 
• Emails 
• Social Media 
• Blogs 
• Newsletters 
• Posters 
• Handbills 
• Sidewalk Art 



Recyclemania UMKC Style: 
 
Engage Students,  Faculty and Staff 

• Clean Your Files for 
all Departments 

• Competitions 
• Prizes  
• Awards 

• Student Peer-to-
Peer Education 

• Waste Free 
Wednesdays 

• Giveaways 
• Awareness through 

Art 
• Use the Classroom 
• Other Events 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Common Ways to Promote Recycling On Campus: 

 
• Tabling 
• Posters 
• Giveaways 
• Internal 

Competition 
• Email 

 



Give Aways: 

T-Shirts and 
Water Bottles 
are favorites 



Annual Awards Celebration 



Review Best Practices 
• Active vs Passive 

Programs 
• Programs as Events 
• Tracking Metrics 
• Engagement through 

Participation 
• Competition and Prizes 
• Social Media and 

Communications 
• Celebration and 

Awards 
 

 
Q & A 
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